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Development Corporation of Austin Mission: Work closely with public and private sector partners

to aggressively market the area to attract new businesses and industries, as well as support existing

enterprises for economic benefit of Austin and Greater Mower County

Notes from the CEO’s Desk

Dear DCA Members and Partners,

This quarter, we are diving into local economic trends. There’s
a good story to tell here. Keep reading for the details, and as
always, please reach out if you would like to discuss further.

- John

Tracking Mower County’s Growth: Jobs and Businesses on the Rise

Jobs and businesses are two classic indicators of a region’s economic health. While
both can be influenced by global, national, and regional trends, recent data shows
that Mower County is moving in a positive direction.

I came across a report showing that our local employment has bounced back well
since COVID, so I decided to dig a little deeper into how we’ve been doing since
2000. Here’s what I found:

Employment: Strong Recovery and Steady Growth

Mower County is currently at its highest employment level since 2000, with around
17,000 jobs—a major rebound from the COVID low point in 2020. According to the
State of Minnesota, Mower County ranks 20th out of 87 counties for employment
growth since 2019.
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We’ve added 584 jobs since 2019 and 987 jobs since 2000. That’s real progress.

Looking at just the private sector, job numbers are also near record highs. In the
3rd quarter of 2024, there were 14,310 private-sector jobs—up 493 from 2019
and 549 from 2000.

On top of that, wages are at an all-time high. The average weekly wage in Mower
County hit $1,175 in 2024, or about $61,100 a year. Interestingly, public and private
sector average wages were nearly identical in 2024.

Business Count: Steady Comeback

The number of businesses—or “establishments,” as DEED calls them—in Mower
County currently sits at 829, the highest it’s been since the Great Recession (2007–
2009). For context, we peaked at 927 businesses in 2006, then dipped to 755 by
2016. Since then, we’ve added 74 new businesses—a clear sign of momentum.

The Bottom Line:
Jobs and business growth are just two ways to measure a local economy, but the
trends in Mower County point to solid investment and a steadily growing economic
vibrancy. There’s real energy here—and it’s building.

Impact Austin Corner:
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DCA Members and Partners,

I hope you're all doing well as we transition into spring!
It's been a busy period at Impact Austin since our last
newsletter in January, and I'm excited to share some
updates with you.

Thanks for your continued support!

Cheers,
Nick Novotny
Director of Community Engagement & Enhancement
Impact Austin- Development Corporation of Austin

Comp Plan 2045 Workshops/Presentations in February
In collaboration with Daniel Hintz of The Velocity Group, we successfully organized
17 meetings, workshops, and presentations in February as part of the Comp Plan
2045 Project.

These sessions covered various topics, including a Food System Strategy, an
updated Downtown Frameworks Plan, city/county economic assessments,
and parks planning to name a few. The community engagement was outstanding,
and I extend my sincere thanks to everyone who participated. It was a demanding
week, but we gained valuable insights, marking a successful conclusion to our
months-long collaboration with Daniel and his team.

The Velocity Group - Comp Plan 2045 Velocity Group Playbook
With the February workshops and presentations completed, The Velocity Group is
concluding its portion of the work on the Comp Plan 2045 project. Daniel and his
team are compiling a playbook that includes information, strategies, and
recommendations from their time with our community, which began in September
of last year. This playbook will guide our Communities of Practice and District
Councils, and it will also inform the final Comprehensive Plans for both the City of
Austin and Mower County that SEH is continuing to work on through the end of this
year.

Urban 3 Presentation

In February, Urban 3 presented at the City Council
meeting with an informative discussion on land use
in Austin and Mower County.  Click here to watch
the presentation or here to review the slide deck.
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Click here to learn more about the Comprehensive
Plan work!

Farm Transition and Estate Planning Workshop

On March 10th, ACGV held the Farm Transition &
Estate Planning Workshop at the Hormel Historic
Home. A crowd of 60+ attended the all-day
workshop that provided information on how farm
property can be better positioned for new ownership
with families or for sale.

A special thanks to the University of Minnesota, Mower County and Riverland
Community College- Department of Agriculture for their partnership in this event.

If you, or someone you know, would like more information about this topic, please
contact Aaron Keenan (apkeenan@austindca.org) or Wendy Anderson
(wmanderson@austindca.org).
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Upcoming Launch Workshops:

May 21st:

July 8- Aug 5 (5 Week Cohort):
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Mark Your Calendars….
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DCA Annual Meeting
Date: May 13th, 2025

Time: 11:30AM - 1:00PM
Location: YMCA

Watch your email for more information in the
coming weeks

Did you know…..

The State of Minnesota Department of Employment
and Economic Development (DEED) has a county
profile page that provides a set of relevant
demographic, social, labor force, and economic
statistics for each of Minnesota’s 87 counties.  Check
it out here.

DCA Strategic Priorities:

DCA’s 2022-2025 strategic plan prioritizes opportunities in food, bioscience and
agriculture in Austin and Mower County. It places a high priority on supporting
entrepreneurs and infrastructure planning to benefit local businesses. Lastly, DCA
will support initiatives to attract and retain a talented, skilled workforce.
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Click here for the full Development Corporation of Austin & Austin Community
Growth Ventures Strategic Plan

Our 2025 Membership Drive is now underway!

We thank you for your support.

Click here to see our 2024 DCA Members and Contributors

You can send your annual membership dues to:

The Development Corporation of Austin

329 N Main St Suite 106L

Austin, MN 55912
**Individual contributors may make their contributions to “Austin Community Charitable Fund”, the

DCA’s 501c3 organization. Individual contributions may be tax deductible.
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Let’s Connect!
Click below to share any ideas, topics or feedback you would like to see in future

newsletters. We’d love to hear from you!

Share Your Thoughts

DCA Team

John Garry
President & CEO

jkgarry@austindca.or

g

507-434-9495

Nick Novotny
Director of

Community

Engagement &

Enhancement

nick@austindca.org

507-434-9495

Lindsey
Hernandez
Membership &

Marketing

Coordinator

lindsey@austindca.or

g

507-434-9495

Aaron Keenan
Principal Consultant,

DCA

apkeenan@austindca.or

g

SBDC Consultant Team
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Wendy Anderson
SBDC Consultant

wmanderson@austindca.org

Juan Molina
SBDC Consultant

juan.molina@austindca.org

Herve Idjidina
SBDC Consultant

info@gsib01.com
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